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MEETING
DATE
PRESENT

IN ATTENDANCE

SHADOW EXECUTIVE
6 MAY 2009

COUNCILLORS SCOTT (CHAIR), GUNNELL, KING,
LOOKER, MERRETT, POTTER AND SIMPSON-
LAING

COUNCILLOR CRISP

133. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare at this point in the meeting any personal
or prejudicial interests they might have in the business on the agenda.

No interests were declared.

134. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

135. MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the press and public not be excluded from the
meeting as there was no exempt information relating
to briefings on Executive business, as detailed on the
agenda for the Executive meeting to be held on 12
May 2009, under Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the
Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local
Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order
2006.

That the minutes of the meeting of the Shadow
Executive held on 25 March 2009 be approved and
signed by the Chair as a correct record.

136. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at the
meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme.

137. BRIEFINGS ON EXECUTIVE BUSINESS

It was reported that no briefings had been requested in relation to
Executive business for the 12 May 2009 meeting.



138.

BRIEFING REPORT ON PROPERTY GUARDIANS

Members received a report which responded to their request for a briefing
on Property Guardians and how they could help local businesses keep
buildings secure at low cost as well as offer extra low cost housing to
people not on high incomes.

A representative from Ad-Hoc, an organisation that managed Property
Guardians was in attendance and he gave an overview of the Property
Guardians concept and scheme. He outlined the benefits of the scheme for
the protection of vacant property for both the community and as an
alternative to putting expensive security measures in place.

Officers referred to the suitability of the scheme for council owned buildings
that became vacant and it’s potential to address the housing needs in the
city.

Member referred to properties not within the authorities ownership and the
authorities possible facilitating role in encouraging private owners to
consider this type of property protection. Members questioned the length
of time Guardians spent in properties and the effect, if any, on their
position on the housing waiting list.

The Chair thanked Officers and the representative from Ad-Hoc for their
attendance and their very informative report and briefing. He hoped that
the Executive would further explore alternatives with Property Guardians
with a view to providing a property guardian scheme in York.

RESOLVED: That the briefing report be noted.

REASON: To inform and update the Shadow Executive and help
shape the effectiveness of future action.

CLLR D SCOTT, Chair
[The meeting started at 4.30pm and finished at 6.15pm].
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